
SCREENWRITER WORK-FOR-HIRE AGREEMENT 
THIS AGREEMENT made effective as of the _____ day of ______________, _______. 
 
BETWEEN: 
 

[NAME OF PRODUCTION COMPANY] 
a body corporate incorporated under the laws of _______ / a partnership consisting of _____________ 

[revise to fit the circumstances] 
(“Producer”) 

 
- and - 

 
[NAME OF SCREENWRITER] 

an individual resident in the City of ______, _______ 
(“Writer”) 

 
THIS AGREEMENT WITNESSES that in consideration of the mutual covenants and agreements 
contained in this Agreement and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of 
which is acknowledged, the parties agree as follows: 
 
1. Definitions 

Whenever used throughout this Agreement, the following words and phrases shall have the following 
meanings: 
 
(a) “Breakeven Point” shall mean [define what the breakeven point will be - is it a set amount or is it 

determined by a formula]. 

(b) “Gross Receipts” shall mean:  
 

(i) all receipts (less commissions, marketing, advertising, publicity and other distribution 
costs incurred directly in connection therewith) actually received by Producer from the 
following: (A) grants and licenses of exhibition or distribution rights, specifically 
including licenses to cable operators; (B) the lease of positive prints (as distinguished 
from the licensing thereof for a film rental); and (C) recoveries by Producer for 
infringement of copyrights of the Picture; 

 
(ii) all receipts (less all commissions, marketing, advertising, publicity and other distribution 

costs incurred directly in connection therewith) derived by Producer from distribution of 
the Picture on a Road Show, Reissue and Four Wall basis, as such terms are commonly 
understood in the motion picture industry, whether on fixed or percentage engagements; 

 
(iii) all costs incurred in connection with any of the foregoing shall be deemed and treated as 

recoupable distribution expenses. In no event shall rentals from the exhibition of the 
Picture which are contributed to charitable organizations be included in Gross Receipts; 

 
(iv) all amounts, if any, actually received on account of music publishing income, sound track 

record income and merchandising income are specifically excluded from Gross Receipts.  
 
(c) “Net Revenues After Breakeven” shall mean the amount remaining after achieving the Breakeven 

Point, and after all allowable deductions have been taken.  
 
2. Engagement of Writer 

Subject to Section 4 of this Agreement, Producer hereby engages Writer to write a screenplay for a motion 
picture project currently entitled “_______________” (the “Picture”). Writer will render all services 
reasonably required by Producer, as, when and where reasonably required by Producer, in connection 
with such screenplay and all services customarily rendered by writers of quality feature-length films for 
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the motion picture industry, and will comply with all reasonable directions, requests, rules and 
regulations of Producer in connection therewith, whether or not the same involve matters of artistic taste 
or judgment.  
 
3. Compensation 

(a) Conditioned upon Writer’s full performance of his/her obligations hereunder, Producer shall 
pay Writer, as full compensation for all services rendered and rights granted, fixed compensation 
in the amount of _______________________ DOLLARS ($____________), payable ____% upon 
execution of this Agreement and ______% upon delivery of the final version of the screenplay. 

 
(b) Subject to the production and sale or release of the Picture and subject to the performance of 

Writer’s obligations hereunder, Writer shall be entitled to receive as bonus compensation an 
amount equal to _____% of the Net Revenues After Breakeven.  

 
4. Conditions Precedent 

Producer's obligations hereunder are expressly conditional upon and subject to:  

(a) full execution and delivery to Producer of this Agreement;  

(b) finalization of all agreements necessary for the full financing of the Picture, including the 
ratification and acceptance of this Agreement by the financing party;  

(c) Writer's completion of the documentation required by the immigration service of any nation 
("foreign immigration service") other than the United States which may have jurisdiction in 
respect of Writer's services; 

(d) [add any other conditions precedent to the agreement required by Producer]. 
 
5. Writing Credit 

(a) If the Picture is produced and Writer fully performs all material obligations required under this 
Agreement, Writer shall be accorded writing credit as follows: “Screenplay by [name of 
screenwriter]” on all positive prints of the Picture and in paid advertisements (subject to 
customary exclusions) for the Picture.  

 
(b) Except as provided above, all matters relating to credit hereunder, including without limitation, 

the mode, manner, size, style, placement, duration, prominence, etc. thereof, shall be within 
Producer’s sole and absolute discretion. Any and all obligations that accord writing credit to 
Writer in paid advertising under this Agreement shall be subject to customary exclusions and 
exceptions (including any so called artwork exception) on any distributors of the Picture.  

 
 
 
 

THIS IS A 7-PAGE DOCUMENT. 


