
 

AGREEMENT TO COMMISSION ILLUSTRATIONS 
FOR ORIGINAL WORK 

THIS AGREEMENT made effective as of the _____ day of ______________, _______. 
 
BETWEEN: 
 

[NAME OF AUTHOR] 
 [address] 

(the “Author”) 
 

- and - 
 

[NAME OF ARTIST] 
[address] 

(the “Artist”) 
 
WHEREAS the Author wishes to commission the Artist to produce illustrations and book jacket art 
(collectively referred to as the “Illustrations”) for an original work written by the Author entitled 
“_________________________” (the “Work”), and the Artist has agreed to accept such commission, on the 
terms and conditions and for the remuneration set out herein; 
 
NOW THEREFORE THIS AGREEMENT WITNESSES that in consideration of the mutual covenants and 
agreements contained in this Agreement, the parties hereby agree as follows: 
 
1. Development of Illustrations 

The Artist shall consult with the Author at all times during production of the Illustrations to develop and 
design the Illustrations in a form and style acceptable to the Author, and shall follow the reasonable 
directions of the Author and the creative and artistic requirements of the Author in respect of the overall 
tone and direction of the Illustrations. The Artist undertakes to ensure that the Illustrations shall be 
faithful to the character of the Work and shall reflect the same high standards of quality and integrity as 
established by the Author in the written text of the Work. 
 
2. Term and Termination 

(a) This Agreement shall commence on the date hereof, and shall continue in existence until 
terminated in accordance with this paragraph.  

 
(b) Either party may terminate this Agreement upon thirty (30) days’ written notice to the other 

party.  

(c) Upon any early termination of this Agreement, the Author shall pay the Artist for the number of 
Illustrations completed, based on the total number of Illustrations (both completed and 
incomplete), and the fee paid for such completed Illustrations shall be prorated against the total 
fee payable hereunder. The Artist shall deliver to the Author all original artwork, whether 
complete or incomplete, including all preliminary sketches and designs, and other development 
materials. 

 
3. Work for Hire 

[This section is for US contracts only – for other countries, delete this section.] 
(a) The Artist acknowledges and agrees that the Illustrations and the entire product of the services of 

the Artist (“Material”) in connection with the Illustrations shall automatically become the 
exclusive property of the Author as a “work made for hire" as defined by United States copyright 
law and the Author shall, for copyright and all other purposes, be deemed the sole author thereof 
and shall have the right to obtain copyright therefor and for the Work in its own name or 
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otherwise, and to renew such copyrights, in the Author’s own name and for his/her own benefit 
or otherwise, free of any claims thereto by the Author.  

 
THIS IS A 5-PAGE DOCUMENT. 


